




During 2018, The Supreme Council for 

Motherhood & Childhood attained distinct 

achievements proving its effective role serving 

motherhood and childhood. The most prominent 

achievement was the establishment of the 

Children’s Advisory Council, which represents 

a qualitative transition in the preparation of all 

means for qualifying our children to carry out 

their role and participate in shaping their future.

I am delighted with entities’ interaction upon 

the announcement of the «Fatima bint Mubarak 

Motherhood & Childhood Award» and the vast 

interest it has received locally, internationally and 

regionally; which steered us towards transforming 

it into a global award in order to provide 

opportunities for all mothers and children around 

the world, in addition to adding the category of Best 

Children’s Entertainment and Games Program.

Fatima bint Mubarak
President of 

The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood
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The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 

Childhood’s last year of 2018 has been filled with 

extensive activities focused on issues benefiting 

mothers and children, assisting mothers in 

nurturing their children and finding ways for 

mothers to connect their fundamental roles of 

caring for their families, nurturing their children 

as well as performance within their careers.

The establishment of the Children’s Advisory 

Council was one of the Council’s most significant 

achievements in 2018, as it will be the suitable 

platform through which our children will express 

their views and what they deem appropriate to 

strengthen their families’ and societies’ ties.

The Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood & 

Childhood Award ceremony was a great success 

and has had a pronounced outcome locally and 

internationally. On that occasion, we would like 

to thank governmental and private participants, 

where common social responsibility has been 

recognized. Hence, Her Highness Sheikha Fatima 

bint Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General 

Women’s Union, President of The Supreme 

Council for Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme 

President of the Family Development Foundation 

– has decided to transform this award into a 

global award in order to benefit all mothers and 

children around the world.
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Rym Abdulla Al Falasy

Secretary General



76

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood organized a panel discussion entitled 
«Supporting Children’s Rights» at the UN Palace 
in Geneva; through which UAE’s legal and political 
framework in the field of children’s rights was 
highlighted, where the most important laws were 
issued by the UAE in the field of childhood, as 
well as its commitment to international treaties 
related to children and mothers, their protection 
and meeting their needs, especially during 
wars and natural disasters. In addition to the 
humanitarian aid provided to children affected by 
wars, natural disasters and starvation at regional 

Discussion

UAE’s 3rd Report Discussion Session
during the

29th Session of the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights
Geneva, 21st to 25th January 2018

and international levels and the UAE’s role in 
improving life, reducing poverty and supporting 
governments and other communities in order to 
implement their development plans.

The session was attended by HE Obaid Salem 
Al Zaabi - Permanent Representative of the UAE 
to the UN headquarters in Geneva –, high-level 
figures at the United Nations, HE Dr. Idris Al 
Jazairy - Director of the Geneva Center for Human 
Rights - and Ms. Kate Gilmore - Deputy High 
Commissioner for Human Rights at the United 
Nations.

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood participated at the discussion session of UAE’s 
third report during the 29th Session of the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights in Geneva 
in January 2018, within the UAE’s official delegation headed by His Excellency Dr. Anwar Gargash - 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs.

Panel discussion entitled “Supporting Child Rights”

Kate Gilmore

Major Dana Al Marzouqi  Amb. Inas Makkawi

HE Ohood Al RoumiHE Lulwa Al Awadi

The panel discussion was moderated by HE Lulwa Al Awadi - Advisor to HRH wife of HRH King of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, Legal Advisor to The Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood, joined 
by panel members:
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•   HE Ohood bint Khalfan Al Roumi Minister 
of State for Happiness and Wellbeing and the 
Director General of the Prime Minister’s Office 
at the Ministry of Cabinet Affairs and the Future 
in the UAE government -. Her Excellency gave an 
overview of the rights of the child and a summary 
of the initiatives she has undertaken during the 
past year to support children in the UAE.

•   Major Dana Humaid Al Marzouqi Project 
Management and Shared Services Office Director, 
Director of the Ministry of Interior’s Center for 
Child Protection in the United Arab Emirates 
- who highlighted recent developments in the 

field of child protection at local and international 
levels.

•   Ambassador Inas Syed Makkawi  Director 
of the Department of Women, Family and 
Childhood at the League of Arab States - who 
highlighted UAE’s role in providing humanitarian 
assistance and persuading human development 
in the region and beyond.

•   Ms. Kate Gilmore Deputy High Commissioner 
for Human Rights - who spoke about UAE’s 
participation and joining the Supreme Advisory 
Group «every woman and every child».
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Rym Abdullah Al Falasy set forth a presentation 
entitled «UAE’s efforts towards Child Online 
Protection” at the Human Rights Council 
Working Group on Child Online Protection held 
at the International Telecommunication Union’s 
headquarters in Geneva, and how the UAE exerts 
a great deal of efforts in protecting children by 
providing a positive environment and appropriate 
legislative and programmatic frameworks to meet 
the health, psychological, educational, social 
and legal needs of children’s proper growth. Al 
Falasy confirmed that there is no exception for 
protecting children from online risks. Hence, the 
UAE has adopted a series of preventive measures 

Paper: Child Online Protection:

and solutions designed to protect children from 
online risks at numerous levels.

The presence and attendance of high-level UN 
officials and a number of UN officials such as, 
Dr. Suzanne Bissell - Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF and Ms. Kate Gilmor - Deputy High 
Commissioner for Human Rights -, as well as 
representatives of several international NGOs, 
participants at UAE’s comprehensive report 
review and representatives of other countries 
in the organization, proves the international 
attentiveness towards this issue.
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Discussion

UAE’s 3rd Report Discussion Session
during the

29th Session of the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights
Geneva, 21st to 25th January 2018

Launching «Hemayti» application in cooperation with Minitry of Interior

Participation in the International Communication Association
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Monitoring the implementation of The National Childhood and 
Motherhood Strategy and the Strategic Plan to Support the Rights and 
Development of Children With Disabilities (Children of Determination)

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood is pursuing the implementation 
of “The National Motherhood and Childhood 
Strategy 2017-2021” and the “Strategic Plan for 
Children with Disabilities 2017-2021”, based 
on Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak’s 
directives via circular No. (2) of 2017 regarding 
the formation of a national team assigned to 
follow up implementation of both strategies.

The national team includes all implementing 
agencies of both strategies and represents the 
coordination structure, follow-up and evaluation 
of strategic objectives. The national team works 
at supervisory and executive levels in order to 
pursue both strategies’ integration procedures 
into ministries, federal and local authorities’ 
programs; in addition to proposing executive 
plans through monitoring, evaluation reports 
and issuing recommendations & observations.

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood held the national supervisory team’s 
meeting in May 2018, where both strategies’ 
proclamations were presented, and an agreement 
was concluded with regards to future steps and 
technical team’s tasks accordingly.

Whereas the technical team met in July 2018 and 
discussed the detailed work plans with indicators, 
time frame and responsibilities, which were identified 
with the assistance of an international expert.

Meanwhile, The Council designed an electronic 
program aimed to follow up on plans, objectives, 
activities and programs to be implemented by 
concerned parties of the executive team as part of 
both strategies’ frameworks, giving each party the 
authority to access the program in order to enter 
their plans and projects associated with both 
strategies.

The Council is currently collecting data from all 
parties to produce and submit the annual report 
to the Cabinet.

National Bullying Prevention Week
Under the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha 
Fatima bint Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General 
Women’s Union, President of The Supreme Council 
for Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme President of 
the Family Development Foundation-, the Ministry 
of Education in cooperation with The Supreme 
Council for Motherhood & Childhood organized 
the “National Bullying Prevention Week” during 
the first week of April 2018 and then in November 
2018 coinciding with Universal Children’s Day; 
aiming to ensure students, teachers and parents 
are equipped with the necessary skills in order to 
face bullying.

More than 25 local and federal organizations 
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participated in several initiatives including social 
media and media awareness campaigns, as well 
as workshops, lectures and seminars.

These initiatives focused on introducing 
the society to bullying, its various forms, 
characteristics of a bully, the impact of bullying 
on children, and how bullying can negatively 
affect their lives and mental health.

The program’s information was based on «The 
Anti-Bullying Guide» which was developed 
by The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood in collaboration with UNICEF, based 
on the implementation of the Bullying Prevention 
Project in Schools from 2015 to 2017.
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On the 15th of March of every year, the United 
Arab Emirates celebrates the national «Emirati 
Children’s Day» in participation of all its 
ministries, institutions, sectors and all children 
in the UAE. The aim is to increase everyone’s 
awareness on children’s rights and promote 
Emirati and expatriate children’s understanding 
of their rights which have been secured by the 
UAE law, specifically by the Child Rights Law 
‘Wadeema’ which was launched in 2016 by the 
UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, and international conventions 
signed by the UAE in this regard.

Emirati Children’s Day
This day commenced under the directives of 
Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak 
- Chairwoman of the General Women’s 
Union, President of The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme Chairwoman 
of the Family Development Foundation - and the 
endorsement of the Ministry of Cabinet Affairs, 
as part of the commitment of Her Highness 
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak to raise awareness 
among all society segments of children’s rights, 
in order to grow in a healthy, safe and supportive 
environment that develops their abilities and 
skills; which reflects positively on UAE’s society 
as a whole.

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood urges all ministries, local authorities, 
non-governmental organizations and private 
enterprises to carry out their roles in the activities 
of the ‘Emirati Children’s Day’ through elite 
programmes and opportunities for all Emirati and 
expatriate children and children of determination 
in the country, covering fields including arts and 
culture, sports, environment protection, media, 
science, space and technology among others, in 

order to reflect their role in promoting children’s 
rights and working towards fulfilling the UAE 
Vision 2021 and the Sustainable Development 
Goals 2015-2030. These activities are aimed 
at empowering children and increasing their 
awareness on their rights and responsibilities 
at the family, community and national levels, 
besides instilling respect for pluralism, tolerance, 
acceptance and solidarity amongst children once 
they comprehend their rights and responsibilities.
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In The Solitude Of The Young 

The Workshop Of Loyalty To The Homeland

During His Excellency Major General Pilot 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan - 
Chairman of the National Service and Reserve 
Authority (NSR) –‘s visit to The Supreme 
Council for Motherhood & Childhood, a 
group of children performed a presentation 
articulating their suggestions in regards to the 
Patriotism workshop at which they participated 
during the Emirati Children’s Day celebrations. 
His Excellency discussed with these children 
a number of programs implemented by The 
Council, especially the “Jasadoka Amana” 
initiative launched by the National Service and 
Reserve.

1716
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Children’s Advisory Council

Joining the Global Partnership to 
End Violence against Children 
Stockholm, Sweden

Based on the directives of HH Sheikha Fatima bint 
Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General Women’s 
Union, President of The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme President of 
the Family Development Foundation -, the UAE 
participated at the End Violence Solution Summit 
in Stockholm in February 2018 represented by a 
delegation headed by The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood with the participation 
of Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Community 
Development. The Delegation expressed the 
UAE’s interest to becoming a pathfinding country 
which was later on officially accepted by the Global 
Partnership to End Violence against Children. 

Pathfinding countries are those that commit to 
accelerate achievement of the End Violence goals 
by 2030. As a prerequisite, the Council formed 
a national taskforce from Ministry of Interior, 
Ministry of Community Development, Ministry of 
Health and Prevention and Ministry of Education 
to develop a framework of an action plan for the 
coming 5 years to end violence against children 
in the country. 

The taskforce developed a draft framework and 
an international expert is currently providing 
technical assistance in developing a full pledged 
action plan in collaboration with all concerned 
entities including non-government organizations. 

•   Possibility of participating in representing the 
UAE internationally within the Council’s official 
delegations.

•  Contributing to raising awareness among 
children on the Council’s activities and the rights 
of Emirati children.

A team from the Council carried out a two-day 
activity workshop with a large number of Emirati 
children who were nominated by the Ministry 
of Education. The team evaluated children 
according to the criteria and conditions set by 
the Council, including the ability to listen and 
focus, leadership skills, effective communication 
skills, self-confidence and presentation skills and 
communication. Accordingly, a group of children 
were selected to be trained as active members of 
the Children’s Advisory Council.

A decree was issued by HH Sheikha Fatima bint 
Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General Women’s 
Union, President of The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme President 
of the Family Development Foundation - on the 
establishment of a Children’s Advisory Council 
reporting to the Council’s Secretary General’s 
Office to enhance children’s participation rights. 
Children who are members of the Children’s 
Advisory Council should have outstanding 
talents and include children of determination and 
represent various Emirates. Children selected are 
responsible for: 

•  Providing their opinion whenever they’re 
asked to in projects related to motherhood and 
childhood in the areas of education, health and 
culture. 
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Childhood Data and Information in the UAE

HH Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak - Chairwoman 
of the General Women’s Union, President of The 
Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood, 
Supreme President of the Family Development 
Foundation -  has directed the development of 
a national strategy to make the UAE a mother, 
child and adolescent friendly country on the 
occasion of the UAE Children’s Day on 15 March 
2018. The Strategy aims to make all services 
friendly and responsive to children, adolescents 
and mothers.

It targets all children, adolescents and mothers 
in the UAE regardless of their nationality, race, 
language, religion, economic situation and place 
of residence.

UAE Mother, Child and Adolescent Friendly Initiative
It is expected for this Strategy to affect all aspects 
of the lives of children, adolescents and mothers, 
directly or indirectly, so they develop and live in a 
secure and sustainable environment. The strategy 
will contribute to the welfare and happiness of all 
citizens and residents of the UAE and will achieve 
a high level of human development.

For this purpose, the Council and UNICEF Gulf 
Area Office contracted a group of international 
consultants in this field. In November 2018, 
work has begun on the assessment of all 
services and sectors related to mothers, children 
and adolescents, including health, education, 
public places and urban planning. Based on 
the evaluation findings, a strategic plan will be 
developed based on UNICEF and WHO standards 
for the Child Friendly City Initiative.

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood started working on a unified 
childhood data and information system in 
the UAE in cooperation with UNICEF and the 
General Women’s Union. The project came as a 
result of the approved National Childhood and 
Motherhood Strategy 2017-2021 which 5th 
objective indicates developing a comprehensive 
plan to update childhood data and information; 
and as part of the UAE Vision 2021’s national 
indicators. 

The Council is now assessing the current situation 
through mapping existing indicators related to 
child’s rights in the following domains: education, 
culture and leisure activities; health, nutrition 
and environmental sanitation; protection from 
harm and abuse; children’s standard of living. 
Thus, this would map the current mechanisms 
for data collection including: what is the data 

collected? how to calculate it? who collects it? 
is it systematically collected? what are the data 
sources? and how the data is interpreted? 

The implementation of the strategic plan for a 
UAE data system will take place in phase 2. It 
will mainly involve: adjustment of indicators that 
are not developed in an accurate manner and 
identify alternative indicators or proxy indicators; 
linking a comprehensive list of indicators to 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) and the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which would facilitate and improve the 
preparation of analytical reports concerning 
children at a national and international level; 
building capacity of concerned government 
entities and of data collectors on developing 
periodic statistical reports for ministries, and 
determining the required quality of statistical 
reports. 
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UNICEF Headquarters invited the United Arab 
Emirates represented by Ministry of Education 
and The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood to take part in the World’s Largest 
Lesson 2018 on ending violence in schools from 
September 24 until November 20, 2018 which 
coincides Universal Children’s Day.

The initiative is a call from UNICEF to schools to 
focus their learning and action for the Sustainable 
Development Goals on ensuring all children feel 
safe in and around their school. 

Under the patronage of HH Sheika Fatima bint 
Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General Women’s 
Union, President of The Supreme Council for 
Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme President 
of the Family Development Foundation - The 
Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood, 
Emirates Red Crescent (RCUAE), Dubai Cares and 
HRH Princess Sarah Zeid hosted the UAE’s first 
high-level dialogue on Early Childhood Learning 
(ECL) and Early Childhood Development (ECD) in 
humanitarian and fragile settings on December 
5 in Abu Dhabi.  The event aimed to build 
consensus within the UAE health, humanitarian, 
and education communities on programming 
options and priorities.

The meeting discussions were structured around 

Safe to Learn  Initiative
three inter-related aspects of ECD and ECL: 
nutrition and health, education, livelihoods and 
women’s empowerment. 

The organizers produced a synthesis of the 
event discussions findings, identifying practices 
and metrics that can be used as an “action list” 
to mainstream ECD and ECL in humanitarian 
settings, as well as in organizations’ internal 
management systems. 

The synthesis was informed in the meeting of 
the UN Every Woman Every Child principals.  It 
was also transmitted to the Partners’ Forum 
of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn, and 
Child Health (PMNCH), which was hosted by the 
government of India in Delhi 13-14 December.  

High Level Meeting on
Early Childhood Development and Early Childhood 
Learning in Humanitarian and Fragile Settings

As such and within the cooperation between 
the Council and UNICEF, a team from both 
organizations trained 38 social workers from 
24 schools across the UAE on Children’s Rights 
with a focus on Ending Violence against Children 
and on implementing a toolkit developed for this 
initiative. 

The social workers implemented the toolkit in 
their schools and documenting the process to 
participate at the World’s Largest Lesson and put 
the UAE on the world map. The activities reached 
out to 6966 students across the UAE. 

38
social workers

24
schools

6966
students
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Safe Surfer receives World Summit 
Information Society (WSIS) 2018 award

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood participated at the Global Child 
Forum - a global forum for dialogue, exchange 
of views and review of researches and studies 
- within a workshop on child protection, which 
highlighted United Arab Emirates’ legal and 
political framework in the field of children’s 
rights, and the most important laws issued in the 
field of childhood. As well as UAE’s commitment 

In March 2018, the Safe Surfer program won 
the World Summit Information Society (WSIS) 
category C3 Award: “Building trust and security 
in the use of ICTs”. Where through this program, 
the UAE has adopted a series of preventive 
measures and solutions designed to protect 
children from the dangers of the Internet derived 
from and developed using the international 
community, international law, national legislative 
framework and national initiatives.

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood, in cooperation with the General 
Women’s Union, implemented the Safe Surfer 

towards international treaties related to children 
and mothers, their protection and the fulfillment 
of their needs, especially during wars and natural 
disasters.

The Council also contributed to a workshop 
tackling bullying prevention, portraying UAE’s 
successful experience which was implemented 
by The Council within 64 public and private 
schools.

Program, which was launched in line with UAE’s 
vision for sustainable development and building 
a knowledge-based economy that supports 
innovation, by the directives of Her Highness 
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak Chairwoman of 
the General Women’s Union, President of the 
The Supreme Council for Motherhood and & 
Childhood, Supreme Chairperson Chairwoman 
of the Family Development Foundation - and 
through Her Highness’s keenness to build 
human capacity, enable knowledge acquisition 
and encourage innovation, research and 
development.

The program includes awareness campaigns, summer camps, lectures and training workshops; with 
the aim of training students and providing them with technical skills, raising awareness about Internet 
risks, protecting privacy and the importance of technology. It has been implemented in stages as follows:

Primary Stage

1

discovering computer 
parts and internet crime 

awareness

4 -5  Years

3
Development Stage

Web language 
+ introduction on how to 

create pages 
+ electronic sales

12 -14  Years

4
Advanced Stage

programming mobile 
phones and robots

15 - 17  Years

Participation in

Global Child Forum

Stockholm - Sweden

2
Establishment Stage

concentrating on basics of 
programming

6 -11  Years

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood
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Mini Master Class

Designing Leather Products Workshop:
Mr. Issa Al-Sabousi, founder of ‘Dar Tharb 
Design’ trained and supervised children on the 
steps of drawing and designing leather products. 
This workshop received great attention from 
children who were eager to learn more about this 
artistic process.

Patriotism Workshop:
Ms. Aisha Hareb and Mr. Salem Ibrahim 
organized a discussion session on patriotism 
which started with a brainstorming session lead 
by the producer Aisha Al Mazrouei through 
encouraging children to present their thoughts 
and ideas about national service. The children 
also discussed, with National Service Volunteers 
Ms. Sheikha Abdullah Al-Haddad and Ms. 
Suaad Mohammad Ali Habash, the importance 

The Council held several workshops from 8th to 
12th July 2018 - during the first week of summer 
vacation, at the General Women’s Union in Abu 
Dhabi. 

The workshops included sessions about 
patriotism, bullying and arts such as sewing, 
designing leather products, scarves and jewellery. 
In addition to sessions that provided fascinating 
insights into the biography of the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. The goal was to 

instil patriotism, sense of the importance of 
heritage and ancestors and to allow children and 
youth to discover & develop their talents. 

Around 35 children between the ages 6 – 13 
have participated in the program which comes in 
line with the Council’s strategic plan, vision and 
objectives - focusing on embedding social values 
and Arab traditions, thus contributing to the 
development of an aware and cohesive society.

of enrolling at the National Service Program and 
serving their country.

This workshop was followed by a session about 
the late Sheikh Zayed’s personality, presented 
by the preacher Ms. Maria Al Hattali from 
the General Authority for Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments, through which she also presented 
examples from the life of the Prophet Mohamed 
-peace be upon him- in addition to the significance 
of tolerance and patriotism and their benefits and 
consequences to society.

Jewellery Design Workshop
Ms. Fatma Al Muhairi, founder of Black Canvas, 
lead workshops on designing jewellery and 
drawing on tote bags.

Doll Making Workshop
Ms. Fatma Matar, founder of Toma Dolls 
provided a full perspective of how to sew and 
produce dolls and the art of crochet.

Anti-Bullying workshop
The Supreme Council for Motherhood & 
Childhood, in collaboration with UNICEF, held 
a workshop for children about the prevention 
of bullying during the week of the “mini master 
class” program on 12 July 2018 in Abu Dhabi. 
The workshop aimed to introduce the concept 
of bullying, its impact and how to end it through 
presenting a short film and several hands-
on activities which were carried out with the 
children, followed by a discussion introducing 
the National Bullying Prevention Week, and 
looking at branding suggestions and activities for 
the National Bullying Prevention Week presented 
by the children.
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Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood & Childhood Award

• His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin 
Muhammad Al Qasimi - Member of the Supreme 
Council of UAE, Ruler of Sharjah – for supporting 
mothers and children’s issues and managing to 
make Sharjah a “Child-friendly city” in accordance 
with standards and specifications of authorities and 
international institutions at the United Nations.

• Lieutenant General His Highness Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan - Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior - Who has demonstrated special 
care & attention towards childhood locally and 
globally through virtual child protection. He directs 
the Ministry of Interior to focus on child protection 
in order to create an interactive environment of 
distinguished teams and expertise in child protection 
field. His highness supports and fosters projects 
for the protection and development of children, 
such as launching the “hemayati” application and 
supporting “My Child’s Seat” campaign launched 
by Mother of the Nation.

• Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Al-Faisal 
bint Abdel-Aziz Al-Saud – President of Al Nahda 
Society Organization, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia – who 
is known for her boundless contributions towards 
charity, humanitarian assistance, philanthropy and 
the provision of various humanitarian assistance to 
women.

• Ms. Sonya Ryan who devoted her life to promote 
online safety through her organization “Carly 

Exceptional Figures

accomplishments serving women and children’s 
affairs are recognized.

The Council organized a series of workshops 
about the award and its objectives which were 
attended by representatives of government, local 
and private entities based in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Ras Al Khaimah and Sharjah during the months 
of April and May 2018.

The winners were announced at a ceremony 
organized by the Council, which was attended by 
a group of dignitaries at the Emirates Palace, Abu 
Dhabi, on 20 November 2018 - which coincided 
with Universal Children’s Day. 

During the ceremony, exceptional personalities 
with outstanding roles in supporting and caring for 
mothers and children were honoured, as follows:

As per the directives of Her Highness Sheikha 
Fatima bint Mubarak - Chairwoman of the General 
Women’s Union, President of The Supreme 
Council for Motherhood & Childhood, Supreme 
President of the Family Development Foundation 
- the Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood & 
Childhood Award started receiving participations 
in March 2018, in accordance with the terms 
and mechanisms established by the Council 
to achieve the Award’s objectives which were 
announced during the launch of the Award at the 
Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood & Childhood 
Forum (November 2016). This was a pioneering 
step reflecting the interest of the United Arab 
Emirates in encouraging excellence and creativity 
in the fields of motherhood and childhood, 
where international figures with outstanding 

Ryan Foundation” which Ms. Sonya instigated in 
memory of her daughter Carly who was the victim 
of online abuse and later assault and murder in 
2007 in Australia.

• Rosalia Mashale Founder & Managing Director 
of Baphumelele Waldorf Association, South Africa 
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- who fed and cared for children at her home with 
the help of other women; parents welcomed the idea 
and so she transformed her home into a realistic day 
care center. After the first week she had 36 children 
to feed and other women joined in to help. The 
Baphumelele Educare Center was then established, 
and doors were open to care for orphans.

• H.E. Dr. Ali bin Tamim – Managing Director of 
Abu Dhabi Media - received the Outstanding Media 
Entity Supporting Childhood Programs Award on 
behalf of Abu Dhabi Media Company.

• Ms. Nadhmiyah Al Abed - the woman, mother 
and educator who contributed towards building 
the first generations of UAE’s society through her 
role in educating and raising children. She was the 
children’s educational pillar, hence, established 
Al Worood School which was one of the largest 
private schools between 1982 and 2002. She never 
ceased to give up and did not hesitate to provide 
any professional or educational advice. A large 
group of UAE future makers graduated under her 
watch, a generation which has been able to bear this 
trusteeship and lived to serve sincerely.

• Baroness Joanna Shields OBE - Group CEO of 
BenevolentAI –, a global leader in the technology 
industry and a strong advocate and activist for child 
protection on the Internet.

• Family of the Child of Determination Dhaher 
Al Muhairi - the “Positivity Ambassador” – and his 
Nanny Rosemarie Salmorine. The family who is 
continuously proud of their son, hence, allowed him 
to build his own distinct personality and contributed 
to turn his disability into an incentive to become a 
positive person in life and society, thus, named 
the “Positivity Ambassador”. Nanny Rosemarie 
devoted her life to Dhaher since his birth; she took 
care of him like she was taking care of herself. Her 
marriage and family did not take from her time for 
Dhaher, she never failed to be there for him at any 
moment. Therefore, she deserves to be recognized 
as a role model for others.

After honouring the outstanding personalities, the 
winners of the Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood 
& Childhood Award were honoured in accordance 
to the Award’s categories through outstanding 
researches and roles in supporting, caring for and 
protecting mothers & children. 

The winner for each category are as follows:

1. Leading Nursery: Ministry of Presidential Affairs

2. Best Initiative in the Development of Children’s 
and Youth’s Talents: Al Jalila Cultural Centre for 
Children

3. The Leading Mother and Child Friendly Entity: 
The General Secretariat of the Executive Council

4. Best Campaign/Outreach Program in the field of 
Motherhood & Childhood: Abu Dhabi Police

5. Best Initiative In Empowering Children & 
Adolescents With Disabilities: Dubai Police

6. Best Community Contribution in the field of 
Motherhood & Childhood: Sharjah Police

Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak - 
Mother of the Nation - has announced during her 
speech at the Fatima bint Mubarak Motherhood 
& Childhood Award ceremony the following 
initiatives:

• Establishing the Children’s Advisory Council, 
which would be a qualitative transition in 
involving children at all aspects of their present 
and future.

• Developing a platform for Emirati talent 
to enhance the UAE’s role as a Mother, Child 
and Adolescent friendly country. In order to 
enhance the role and participation of children, it 

was decided to call upon all outstanding children 
and register them in an electronic platform 
dedicated to the exceptional talents which has 
been developed by the Council and available on 
the Award’s website.

• Dedicating a category from the Fatima bint 
Mubarak Motherhood & Childhood Award to 
Best Children’s Entertainment and Games 
Program.

Further steps to transform the UAE into a 
key reference and hub of International Best 
Practices In The Field Of Motherhood And 
Childhood.

7. Best Initiative in the field of Child Protection: 
Ajman Police

8. Best Initiative in the Support of Mother and 
Child’s Healthy Lifestyle: Etihad Airways

9. Best Initiative in Early Education: Early Intervention 
Center – Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services

10. Best Scientific Research in the field of 
Motherhood & Childhood: SEHA Abu Dhabi 
Health Services Company

11.  Emirates First Child: His Highness Sheikh 
Humaid bin Rashid bin Humaid Al Nuaimi
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In line with 
Early Childhood Education and Learning

By invitation of Ministry of Education, the Council 
participated at the 6th International Education 
Fair 2018, which was held in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia under the theme of “Early Childhood 
Education and Learning” in order to highlight 
the UAE’s role in the region and its interest in 
motherhood and childhood.

Many visitors and VIPs visited the Council’s 
pavilion. The Council was honoured by the visits of 
HE Hussein Al Hammadi - Minister of Education, 
HE Jamila Al Muhairi  Minister of State for Public 
Education, and HE Dr. Ahmed Al-Issa Saudi 
Minister of Education; where they were briefed 
on the Council’s role, activities and publications 
which they admired and were interested to 
examine.

The Council participated at the 13th session of 
the Sharjah Forum for Arab Children, which was 
held under the directives of His Highness Ruler 
of Sharjah and member of the Federal Supreme 
Council of the United Arab Emirates, in March. 
The Council’s participation included a workshop 
for children about the importance of using 
technology in agriculture, its impact on food and 

Under the theme

Redesigning Services For Early Childhood Care & Education

Ministry of Education, in cooperation with the 
Council, UNESCO and UNICEF organized an 
Early Childhood Development Conference for 
“Redesigning services for early childhood care and 
education”.

The conference was attended by 55 internationally 
recognized early childhood development experts 
who will contribute to a significant impact on 
children’s learning outcomes and support for 
education professionals in the UAE.

The Council participates at 

The Early Childhood Development Conference

how not to rely on imports which was prepared 
and held by the student Saeed Al Rumaithi. Saeed 
focused on the need to benefit from hydroponics 
(growing plants in sand, gravel, or liquid, with 
added nutrients but without soil), which are 
economically practical and achieve higher 
productivity than traditional agriculture.

The Council participates at 
The Sixth International Exhibition and Forum for Education

The Council participates at 
The Sharjah Arab Children Forum
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The Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhood 
participated in the events of “Abu Dhabi Art” organized 
by the Department of Culture and Tourism in November 
2018 in Saadiyat Island. The Council’s participation aimed 
to introduce people to the role of the Council and its most 
prominent projects. The Council held a calligraphy workshop 
for children, where they learned how to write their names and 
some quotes by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

The workshop was used to shoot scenes of the Fatima bint 
Mubarak Motherhood & Childhood Award’s opening video.

The Council participated at the 28th Abu 
Dhabi International Book Fair which 
was held from 25 April to 1 May at the 
Abu Dhabi Exhibition Center; sharing 
a range of photographs, videos and 
publications concerning mothers and 
children. The Council also organized a 
number of drawing workshops directed 
by a number of school specialists. 
The pavilion attracted a large number 
of children and visitors who learned 
about the Council’s achievements and 
activities.

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair Abu Dhabi Art 
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Awards ceremonyمن حفل توزيع الجوائز

The Supreme Council for Motherhood & Childhoodاملجلس األعىل لألمومة والطفولة






